
December is here and that 
means cooler (cold!) 
weather, more holidays, 
more family time, and the 
close of 2011.  December 
is also the time for giving.  
Several charitable         
organizations are available 
and in need of donations 
for the less fortunate.    
Getting involved in worthy 
causes is a wonderful way 
to spend the holidays!  
Check out some local 
charitable events that you 
and your students can get 
involved in this month.  A 
few are listed in this edition 
of the Parent Post. 

 

The Winter Break is from 
Tuesday, December 20

th
 

through Monday, January 
2

nd
 .  Upon our return to 

school in January, we will 
have three weeks left in 
the Fall semester.      
Benchmark testing will  
begin and we will begin our 

preparations for 
all the state-mandated 
tests, beginning with the 4

th
 

and 7
th
 grade Writing Tests 

in March, the Physical    
Fitness Test for 5

th
 and 7

th
 

graders, also in March, and 
the CSTs for all students in 
grades  2

nd
- 8

th
 in April and 

May. We will be hosting 
some great  workshops to 
help you and your child 
prepare for these tests.  
We hope you sign up for 
these   workshops and 
take advantage of all AVLA 
has to offer our families 
and students. 

 

Academic goals for your 
student have been set by 
you and your teacher.    
Remember to help your 
student stay focused on 
each lesson.  Students are 
learning to take and use 
Cornell Notes and building 
Writing Portfolios this year. 
Our First Annual Portfolio 

Day for students 
in grades 6

th
 ï 8

th
 will be 

held in June.  Ask your 
teacher for rubrics and 
other tools to assist you in 
reviewing your studentôs 
work and making teaching 
and learning more   
meaningful to your 
learner. 

 

Keep up the good work 
and see you next year!   

 

Erin Wade  

Principal, AVLA 
 
 

ñExperience is what you 
get when you didnôt get 
what you wantedò 
Randy Pausch. 
(If you havenôt read The 

Last Lecture, by Randy 

Pausch, I highly           

recommend it!) 

Principalõs Corner 
Mark your calendar... 

¶ Dec. 2ñParent Workshop: 

òEssentials for Lesson  Planningó 

¶ Dec. 8ñField Trip: LPAC :óExcerpts 

from the Nutcrackeró 

¶ Dec. 9ñEnd LP 6 

¶ Dec. 9ð 16ñBlue Week 

¶ Dec. 19ñPupil-Free Day 

¶ Dec. 19- 20 ñLRC closed 

¶ Dec. 20ñJan 2: Winter Break 

¶ Jan. 3ñReturn to school 

¶ Jan. 13ñParent Workshop on 

Writing with Dawn Fox 

¶ Jan. 16ñMLK. Jr. Day: No School 

¶ Jan. 20ñEnd Semester 1 

¶ Jan. 20ñFeb. 24: Benchmark 

Testing 

Recipe for Success  

MathñPocket Change Toss 

Hereõs a way for your child to 

practice addition and subtrac-

tion using money. 

Ingredients: four coins 

(penny, nickel, dime, quarter), 

small plastic plate or bowl, 

pencil, paper. 

Each player starts with 25 

points.  Take turns tossing the 

four coins at the plate.  Coins 

that land on the plate are 

added to a playerõs score.  If 

any coins miss the plate, play-

ers subtract the coin with the 

largest value from their 

scores. Example: If your child 

missed with the dime and the 

penny, your child will subtract 

the dimeõs value (10) from 

his/her score. 

Whoever has the highest 

score after three rounds wins. 
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Statements and opinions expressed in articles, reviews and other materials herein are those of the authors and not necessaril y the 
opinions of the Learning Academies.  

 

Preparing the Heart to Learn...with Gratitude 
 
 

Any parent will agree that it hurts when they see their child struggling in school. 
We all understand the importance of a good education and the impact that it will have on 
their future, so why donõt they?  How can we prepare their heart to learn and to enjoy the 
process too?   If you are like me, there are so many things I want to teach my children, 
especially to be enthusiastic about the gift of life and always have a teachable heart.  But 
sometimes, their learning journey gets a bit muddled. They may have a learning disability 
that has affected their self -esteem and now they have a low view of themselves, they 
may feel òdifferentó from their peers and they just stop trying, or you may have a gifted 
child that holds back because they donõt want to look ònerdyó or stand out in the crowd. 
These little life moments are real and can be painful, often stunting the progress of the 
joy of learning.   

I love the early mornings because with each new day I have a chance to begin 
again, to grow and learn something new. I can walk in my garden and see the changes in 
my flowers, watch the birds eat, and feel the wet grass on my feet. I have a gratitude for 
each new day and all that I have been blessed with.  Why say that?  Because the heart 
that is open is the heart that is hungry to learn. When you ask your child to sit and learn, 
what do you really want them to do? I think, like me, you want them to know joy.  A heart 
that is learning and open, is joyful, happy and content.  You want your child to be all they 
were meant to be and to have a peace in knowing that.  

Preparing the heart to learn means teaching a child that their life has purpose and 

meaning . It means teaching them they have special gifts and talents they have been 

given to use and share. For a child to want to learn, they have to be given the priceless 

gift of your faith in them. Your faith, instilled in them, opens their soul to see how magnifi-

cent and wonderful they really are.  With that, you will prepare their heart to learn more 

than the imagination can dream, and instill in them a heart of gratitude. Begin today with 

a small thing. Take a walk, share a story, watch a flower grow and hold their hand.  You 

have today to touch their heart, to make a difference; not just to teach a lesson, but to 

touch their heart forever. Thank you.  

 

Please join Dawn Fox for her next fun, motivating, and educational workshop on Writing   

scheduled for January 13th, 2012 at the Lancaster Resource Center at 10:00 AM.   

Call 661-952-6028 to reserve your spot. 

 

My Point of Viewé 
By Dawn Fox, AVLA Education Specialist  
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The pillar of character for     

December is  

CARING. 

Go to: 

http://charactercounts.org/sixpillars.html 

 

Once there, click on Resources 

and Lesson Plan Bank to get 

age-specific activities for the 

trait of Caring. 

Page 3 

SPOTLIGHT ON...Learning Resources (each month 

weõll feature a website or two weõve found to be particularly useful) 

CHARACTER COUNTS ñDECEMBER  

          http://www.ixl.com/    

 

Where students can practice math skills at 

their grade level aligned to CA standards. 

                                                                                                   

Have you discovered a great website?  

If so, please share it with us.  Parents 

are our greatest resource! 

http://wordlywise3000.com/?goback=1 

This site corresponds to the Wordly Wise 

books we use.  Students can practice 

vocabulary using interactive games on 

this site: 

Show us what CARING looks 

like...write a poem (Acrostic,  

Diamonte, Haiku) about       

CARING. Submit your written 

response to your Supervising 

Teacher by the 25th of the 

month. 

 

*See The Poetõs Corner below 

for some examples... 

Caring 

 
Be kind Å Be compassionate 

and show you care Å Express 

gratitude Å Forgive others Å 

Help people in need 

 

Think of a heart. 

¶ Battleship 

¶ Concentration 

¶ Flashcards 

¶ Hangman 

¶ Matching  

¶ Word 

This month, your child has been asked to write a poem about the Character Counts trait of 

CARING.  Here are three common types of poems students are typically asked to write: 

ACROSTIC 

When you write an acrostic poem, you 

begin each line with a word or phrase 

that starts with the letter on that line: 

C_________________ 

A_________________ 

R_________________ 

I__________________ 

N_________________ 

G_________________ 

DIAMONTE 

The layout of this poem forms a diamond-shape when completed: 

______________________                                                                  

(Subject) 

______________________                                                                             

(two adjectives describing the subject) 

______________________                                                                        

(three words ending in  -ing telling about the subject) 

______________________                                                                             

(four words, the first 2 describe the subject, the last 2 describe its 

opposite) 

______________________                                                                         

(three words ending in  ðing telling about the opposite) 

______________________                                                                            

(two adjectives describing the opposite) 

______________________                                                                 

(Opposite) 

HAIKU 

Haiku is a form of Japanese     

poetry.  Haiku poems do not 

rhyme; they follow a pattern.  The 

pattern for haiku poetry is the       

following: 

Line 1:  5 syllables 

Line 2:  7 syllables 

Line 3:  5 syllables 

http://charactercounts.org/sixpillars.html
http://www.ixl.com/
http://wordlywise3000.com/?goback=1


 

Fridays at the LRC: 

9:00-10:00 K-3 Art 

9:00-10:00 4th-8th Music 

10:00-11:00 K-3 Music 

10:00-11:00 4th-8th Art 

11:00-12:00 4th-8th Art 

11:00-12:00 4th-8th Writerõs Workshop 

11:15-12:00 Chess Club 

 

Learning Center Classes 

 

Monday/Wednesday at the PTC: 

9:00-12:00 K-1 ELA/Math, Mrs. Kaplar 

9:00-12:00 2nd-3rd ELA/Math, Mrs. Madrid 

9:00-12:00 4th-5th ELA/Math, Mrs. Carter 

 

Tuesday/Thursday at the LRC: 

9:00-12:00 6th Gr. ELA/Math, Mrs. Gocke 

9:00-10:30 7th gr. Pre-Alg, Mrs. Krizek 

9:00-10:30 8th gr. ELA, Mrs. Kasper 

10:30-12:00 7th gr. ELA, Mrs. Kasper 

10:30-12:00 8th gr. Pre-Alg, Mrs. Krizek 

 

 

 

 

     School Events  

AVLA has added four new Learning Center Teachers to its staff.  Mr. Jeff Beigle is AVLAõs art teacher and Mr. Paulo Vilcapoma is our music 

teacher.  I know students and parents have been anxiously awaiting our Friday Fine Arts program and with the addition of these two teachers, 

our Fine Arts staff is complete.  I would also like to introduce Mrs. Elizabeth Kasper, who will be teaching the 7th and 8th grade English-

Language Arts classes, and Mrs. Sharon Carter, who will be teaching the 4th/5th ELA and Math classes.  We are now fully staffed and are 

excited to be able to offer our full Learning Center class program to our students and families.  Welcome to our newest staff! 
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Academy Action  

Art Classes 

Music Classes 

Parent Workshop 
Essentials of Lesson Planning 

When: Friday, December 2nd 

10:00-12:00 

Where: Lancaster Resource 

Center (1240 Commerce Center Dr.) 

Call 661-952-6028 to reserve your spot 

Join us on our next FIELD TRIP to the 

LPAC to see Excerpts from the  

Nutcracker 

 

When: Thursday, December 8th 

11:00 AM 

Where: Lancaster Performing Arts 

Center 

Cost: $4 per person 

 

Contact Stephanie Gocke at 

sgocke@avlearning.org for more info 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

December 10 Å 5-9 pm  

 

The BLVD between Beech and 

Gadsden Ave.  

Enjoy the sights, sounds, and feel of 

the holiday season with a Magical BLVD 

Christmas, Lancaster's winter wonder-

land celebration. Bring the entire family 

and spend the evening with carolers, 

dancing, and outstanding Christmas 

entertainment on two stages.  

 

Å Browse through the  

Christkindlmarket for Christmas 

crafts, foods, and a farmerôs  

market.  

Å Children can enjoy a train ride or 

make crafts in Santaôs Workshop. 

Å Visit the Holidays Around the 

World exhibit and see how  

different  cultures celebrate the  

holidays. 

Å Be dazzled with a brilliant display 

of lights, wreaths, decorations, and 

numerous holiday scenes.  

Å Donate a new, unwrapped toy to 

the LA County Fire Department's 

"Spark of Love" Toy Drive.  

Å Shop for the holidays or dine at 

one of the BLVDôs outstanding  

restaurants.  

Å And, of course, Santa will be there 
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Community Events -  A Season of CARING  

In the AV...  In the SCV...  
                  

                     

 

 

Join the Santa Clarita Valley Sher-
iffôs Station this year for the An-

nual Toy Drive. ñShare in the 
Spiritò by giving this holiday sea-

son to help those who are less 

fortunate.  

Yes, it is that time of year again. 
This year you can help out your 

community by donating new un-

wrapped toys, clothing or other 
gifts to the Santa Clarita Valley 

Sheriff's Station's Annual Toy 
Drive. 

The unwrapped gifts can be placed 
in the large toy box right inside the 

lobby of the Santa Clarita Valley 
Sheriff's Station at 23740 Magic 

Mountain Parkway, Santa Clarita. 
Additionally, dozens of donation 

boxes have been placed at partici-

pating schools and businesses 
throughout our community.  

Year after year residents and local 

businesses work together to bring 

the spirit of the holidays to our 
great community and ensure that 

no one is forgotten.  

 

Donation List:  

¶ *Toys 

¶ *Clothing 

¶ Gift Cards or Certificates ($20.00 

Value) 

¶ Serve as a Toy Collection Site 

*All toys, clothing and other gifts 

must be new and unwrapped . 

In Simi Valley...  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Home for the Holidays  

Christmas  

Fundraiser  

 

31st annual Holiday Home Tour on  

Sunday, December 6 from 1-5 

Visit homes, complementary  

refreshments and drawings 

(805) 987-4095 

$25 advance tickets, $30 at the door  

Sponsored by Meadowlark Service 
League, a non-profit group of Ventura 
County women that raise money for Boys 
and Girls Club, hospice, the Camarillo 
Ranch foundation, and the Make A Wish 
foundation 

 

Get in the Christmas spirit and spend 
a fun filled afternoon viewing lovely 

homes, enjoying refreshments and 
browsing boutiques!  

 

For more information call Midge 
Bradford at (805) 987 -4095 or visit 

our website at 

www.meadowlarkserviceleague.com 

 

 

http://www.meadowlarkserviceleague.com
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Calling all 5th graders...NATIONAL POSTER CONTEST  

To participate in the contest, students 
must: 

  

- Be in the fifth grade  

- Complete a poster size 8 ½ x 14 inches 

- Include the phrase ñBring Our Missing Children 
Homeò somewhere on the poster 

- Handcraft the posterôs design.  Digitally produced 
images, collages, cut-outs, and stamping are not 

eligible 

- Use materials such as: crayons, markers, paint, 
pencils, etc. 

- Submit the poster along with a completed Contest 
Application 

- Entries should be postmarked by February 6, 
2012  

Contest R
ules and Applicatio

ns are 

availa
ble at o

ur re
source centers. 



Field Trip to Dig it!  
 

At our Dig It field trip we learned about 

paleontology, geology, dinosaurs, fossils 
and prehistoric life.  

We learned about igneous, sedimentary 
and metamorphic rocks.   We also learned 

about the different kinds of dinosaurs.  

Then we excavated fossils and minerals 
ranging from 500 -600 million years 

old.   We got to pick our favorite piece to 
bring home.    

La Brea Tar Pits  

Students and parents had a 

great time viewing the tar pits 

and the museum, where they 

saw some of the animals that 

have been dug up from the tar 

pits.  
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Photo Gallery  
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CA Science Center  
 

Kids had lots of fun with hands -on exhibits 
at the California Science Center. We 
touched starfish and sea cucumbers.  

We viewed cells using a microscope.   We 
built structures to see if they could remain 
standing during a simulated earthquake.  

We learned about a òsemi-solidó while 
making Oobleck and much more!  

               AVLA Field Trips 
rock!  

We go to the coolest places!
 


