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Principalõs Corner 

AVLA is a busy, bustling 
place this month.  Check 
out all the events we have 
planned for the month of 
November:  three field 
trips, a Parent Workshop, 
Learning Center classes, 
and two school holidays! 
Wow!  Iôm amazed we can 
manage to fit it all in dur-
ing one short month. 

 

On the next several 
pages, you can find infor-
mation on all the previ-
ously mentioned field 
trips, Parent Workshops 
and Learning Center 
classes. Check out the 
photo gallery from our 
annual Lombardi Ranch 
field trip.  Everyone had a 
great time at this family  

owned and operated 
farm.  We hope youôll join 
us on our next field trips 
to Dig it, the La Brea Tar 
Pits, and the California 
Science Center. You will 
also find photos from 
Back-to-School Night, and 
our recent Parent Work-
shops.  All events were 
very well attended. Thank 
you! 

 

Please remember, we 
turn our clocks back one 
hour on Sunday, Novem-
ber 6

th
 as we ñfall backò to 

Pacific Standard Time. 

 

The Veteranôs Day Holi-
day is on Friday, Novem-
ber 11

th
 and Thanksgiving 

Break is Thursday and 
Friday, November 24

th
 

and 25
th
. I hope you and 

your family enjoy a won-
derful Thanksgiving holi-
dayéit just happens to be 
my favorite holiday of the 
year! 

 

 As always, I am open to 

questions, comments and 

suggestions, so feel free 

to stop by or give me a 

call. 

Thank you! 

Erin  Wade  

Principal, AVLA 

A language rich 
homeé  

Good news: 
Strong language skills can 
make your youngster a 
better reader, writer, and 
all-around student. Great 
news: You can build those 
skills by just by talking to 
your child.  Try these 

ideas; 

¶ Narrate everyday activi-
ties like driving or cooking.  
Hearing unfamiliar words in 
conversation will help your 
youngster understand 
words in books (ñPlease 
hand me the colander so I 
can drain the spaghetti.ò). 
Tip: If your child doesnôt 

know the word, explain: 
ñThis is a colander. Water 
drains through the holes.ò 

¶ Encourage your child 
to join family conver-

sations.  Ask ques-

tions to help expand 
answers. (ñWhy do 
you think so?ò ñWhat 
else happened?ò). 
Your child will learn to 
talk about events and 
give opinions. 
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Mark your       

calendars:  

¶ 11/2: Dig It field trip  

¶ 11/9 :La Brea Tar Pits  

¶ 11/10: End LP 5 

¶ 11/11: Veteranõs Day 

HolidayñNO SCHOOL 

¶ 11/10-11/18: Blue Week  

¶ 11/18: Parent Work-

shop 

¶ 11/21: CA Science 

Center field trip  

¶ 11/24 -25: Thanksgiving 

breakñNO SCHOOL 

¶ 12/8: LPAC field trip  

Reading Connection    
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My Point of View  
by Dawn Fox, AVLA Education Specialist  
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Motivating the Home - Schooled Child from Within  

I had a discussion with a colleague today about the teenage brain. I guess National Geo-

graphic has done several studies on the issue of the differences found.  Interestingéjust to 

think there really is (finally) something documented.  So with that said, we can all agree, kidsõ 

brains are different. They think differently, they speak differently, they process information 

differently, and sometimes you might even wonder if the baby got switched at birth.  But in re-

ality, all children are intrinsically (internally) motivated in a different way. Can we motivate a 

child that seems uninterested in school and working hard for goals they donõt care about?  You 

know the scenarios; many of my parents have shared them with me.   

Researchers agree that some children are born highly motivated from within; they re-

quire little outside (extrinsic) force to get their work done.  They have all the dreams, plans and 

ambitions you want for them. Then there is the little guy who doesnõt have the same level of mo-

tivation and requires the perpetual carrot dangling in front of his face just to get his bed made. 

Itõs tough, especially if you have one of each living under your roof.  There are a few studies 

that tell us what and why this may happen.  From my research, I can see that children are born 

with a different òpaceó in life and may require a little more nudging than others.  But one thing 

all children benefit from is the opportunity to feel they have some control of the world around 

them.  When a child is made to feel a part of his learning experience, he is more likely to engage 

in the learning process.  When a childõs ideas and choices are heard, the child feels valued and 

his self -perception increases. With that, he or she becomes more motivated. When the childõs 

learning experience is centered on their interests, the child becomes more internally motivated 

to engage.  For the learning disabled child, when they are made to feel successful, their per-

ceived abilities increase and they become more interested and internally motivated. This is one 

reason home-schooling is such a positive experience for children with learning disabilities.  

So the next time you go to sit down and plan the week of school, ask your child, òWhat do 

you want to read?ó  òHow would you like to show your teacher what you learned?ó  Give some 

choicesé and let them  decide.  You may be surprised by what they say. Please join me in Novem-

ber for my next workshop when we will dive deeper into these issues of motivation  and explore 

the concept of failure, state of helplessness and increasing self -efficacy in your child .  It will 

be funéand motivating!  Happy learning!!  

A Parent Workshop on Motivating the Home Schooled Child from Within is being presented by Dawn Fox on Friday, 

November 18 th  at 10:00 AM at the LRC.  Call 661 -952 -6028 to sign up.  

Statements and opinions expressed in articles, reviews and other materials herein are those of the authors and not necessaril y t he 
opinions of the Learning Academies.  



The pillar of character for November is 

CITIZENSHIP.  

Go to: 

http://charactercounts.org/

sixpillars.html  

 

Once there, click on Resources and Les-

son Plan Bank to get age-specific activi-

ties for the trait of Citizenship . 

Citizenship 
Do your share to make your school and 

community better Å Cooperate Å Get in-

volved in community affairs Å Stay in-

formed; vote Å Be a good neighbor Å Obey 

laws and rules Å Respect authority Å  

Protect the environment Å Volunteer 

 

Think regal purple as representing the 

state.  

Show us what CITIZENSHIP looks 

like.   

What does it mean to be a good citi-

zen?  Think of an adult you know who 

is a good citizen.  Interview that per-

son and share some of the points this 

person thinks are important to being 

a good citizen.  Submit your written 

response to your Supervising Teacher 

by the 25th of the month.  

Academy Action  

Our Learning Center Classes began the 

week of October 24th.  As expected, 

most classes are very popular and many 

have waiting lists.  We are working hard 

to get staff hired in order to serve the 

needs of everyone.  As spaces in classes 

open up, your ST is notified and then 

he/she communicates with you to let you 

know when your student can begin their 

class.   

If you change your mind about attending 

a class, please do let your ST know right 

away so we can move a student into the 

class from the waiting list as soon as 

possible. 

 

Regular attendance  to class is required.  

Please have your child to each class 

meeting on time and please arrive on 

time for pick -up.  If you are running 

late for any reason, a phone call to us 

goes a long way (and it reassures your 

child that you are on your way).  

We appreciate your support of our  

 programs!  

PTC: 661-952 -6028  

LRC: 661-952 -5520  

CHARACTER COUNTS   

Check these out!  

http://www.bookadventure.com/  

Book Adventure is a FREE reading motivation program for children 

in grades K-8. Children create their own book lists from over 

7,000 recommended titles, take multiple choice quizzes on the 

books they've read, and earn points and prizes for their literary 

successes.  

Spotlight Oné 

Learning Resources (each month weõll feature a website or two that weõve 
found to be particularly useful)  
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http://www.socialstudiesforkids.com/  

 

Social Studies  for Kids is a site with articles, subjects, 

and tons of links for all subjects of social studies.  

http://charactercounts.org/sixpillars.html
http://charactercounts.org/sixpillars.html
http://www.bookadventure.com/
http://www.socialstudiesforkids.com/


Meet the Learning Center Class 

Teachers!  
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Hello! My name is Erin Krizek and I am the 7 th /8 th  grade Pre-Algebra teacher and 

temporary Language Arts teacher.  

We will focus on academic vocabulary as well as becoming comfortable with algebraic 

properties and rules. In Language Arts, our focus will be Literary Analysis, Reading 

Comprehension, and Writing Strategies. In 7 th  and 8th ,  grade it is important for your student to 

become more independent and find ways to seek out the answers and not just give up. My hope is 

through taking the Learning Center Classes your student will feel more confident with the        cur-

riculum you present at home. Since we are at the Lancaster Resource Center, we will have     access 

to a Promethean Board which will enable me to access more technology. If you would like some re-

sources for Pre -Algebra and Language Arts let me know, I have many great websites that support 

learning at home. Stay tuned for events such as jersey day and crazy hat/sock day.  

Do you want to have fun, meet new people, and 

learn? Then come join me, Mrs. Gocke, for two 

fun -filled days a week, from 9am -12pm, on 

Tuesday and Thursday at the LRC. You will 

meet kids your own age while learning about 6 th  

grade Math and Language Arts concepts. Are 

you tired of worksheets? I promise you will be enriched with 

group projects and hands on activities that you can take home 

to help make learning more fun.  

Hello, my name is 

Jill Madrid and I 

am teaching the 

2/3 learning cen-

ter classes at the 

PTC.  This year, we will be focus-

ing on language arts and math 

standards through hands -on style 

activities.  A little background 

about myself:  I previously taught 

second grade in a public school 

setting for six years and before 

that, I taught third/fourth 

grade.  I earned my Bachelorõs 

Degree and teaching credential 

from California State University, 

Northridge, and my Masterõs De-

gree from University of Phoenix.  

I have lived in the Antelope Valley 

for the past 14 years.  My hus-

band and I share our crazy lives 

with two boys ages 6 and 2, two 

dogs, a turtle and a fish. I look 

forward to a fun and learning -

filled year with your student!  

Iõd like to welcome to you and your students 

to my K-1 class.  My name is Susie Kaplar and 

I am looking forward to working with your 

children this school year. Let me tell you a 

little about me.  I started in the classroom 

in 2002.  I had a great career with the County of Los Angeles 

and gave it up to teach.  I thoroughly enjoy teaching.  The re-

wards I get from students when I see the light bulb go on is 

one main reason why I teach.  

I have a second passion.  I am an animal enthusiast and a volun-

teer zookeeper at the L.A. Zoo.  I have many items that have 

fallen off of a variety of animals and will be showing these 

items to your students throughout the year.   So, if they come 

home and say they touched a tigerõs whisker, they probably 

did. On a personal note, I have been married for 30 years to 

my wonderful husband and we have raised two great children.   



FREE PARENT WORKSHOP 
òMotivating the Home Schooled Child From Withinó

 

Presented by Dawn Fox, AVLA Education Specialist  

In this workshop, you will learn:  

ā Intrinsic (internal) vs. Extrinsic (external) Motivation  

ā When and how to use incentives  

ā How to create self -determination and competency skills in your child  

ā How self -efficacy affects your childõs learning perceptions
 

ā How anxiety affects your childõs learning experience
 

ā How students with learning disabilities are affected academically by 
their perceived abilities  

ā Why tapping into your childõs interests increases self
-determination 

and intrinsic motivation  

 

 

 

 

 

La Brea Tar Pits  

When: Wednesday, November 9th  

Time: 8:45 AM ñ2:00 PM 

Where: La Brea Tar Pits  

              5801 Wilshire Blvd.  

              Los Angeles, CA  

Who:  All K -8th Learning Academy  

           students plus parents and siblings  

Info and RSVP: Annastasia Johnson at  

ajohnson@avlearning.org 

 

 

 

 

 

When: Wednesday, November 2nd  

Time: 2:00 -3:30 PM 

Where: Valencia Town Center Mall  

              24201 Valencia Blvd  

              Valencia, CA 91355 

Who: All K -8th Learning Academy  

         students plus parents and  

          siblings  

Info and RSVP: Heidi Marino at  

hmarino@avlearning.org 

CA Science Center  

When: Monday, November 21st  

Time: 1:00 PMñtil youõre done! 

Where: CA Science Center  

              700 Exposition Park Drive  

               Los Angeles, CA 

Who: All K -8th Learning Academy  

           students plus parents and siblings  

Info and RSVP: Heidi Marino at  

hmarino@avlearning.org 

Friday, November  18th from 

10:00-12:00 at the LRC 

November Field Trips  

S
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Call 661-952 -6028 to sign -up for 

this informative workshop.  



MORE SCHOOL EVENTS  
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On Tuesday, October 25th, AVLA hosted its 2nd Annual High Achiever Pizza Party to recognize 

outstanding achievement and honor our students who scored Proficient or Advanced on one or 

more of their STAR tests last Spring.   

We would like to congratulate the following students, along with their parents and Supervising 

Teachers for all their hard work and dedication to education throughout the school year.  

Christopher Telles  

Sarah Dilbeck  

Daniel Arellano  

Sebastian Mercado  

Eric Hogarth  

Cyrsten Hogarth  

Katrina Guillaum 

Garrett Alcaraz  

Matthew Quinn  

DeVante  Maurice  

Aaliyah Maurice  

Ethan Lankin 

Starlina Baldenegro  

Jordan Reyes  

Grace Morales  

Lissette Mullineaux  

Crystal Cretella  

Caleb Distan 

Dean Nogales 

Alaura Escobar  

Joseph Romo 

Tyler Rushing  

Kyle Sanders  

Jody Mack  

Kristal Johnson  

Carter Dickinson  

Dade Mead 

Jeffrey Dobbs  

Hannah Lehman 

Benjamin Tapia 

Supervising Teachers:  

Katie Mercado  

Stephanie Gocke  

Erin Dudley -Krizek  

Heidi Marino  

Karen Walters  

Annastasia Johnson  

Michelle Berry  

Michael Vogenthaler  
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AVLA PHOTO GALLERY  

October 28th, 2011  

BACK- TO- SCHOOL NIGHT  

OCTOBER 11TH, 2011 



 

AVLA PHOTO GALLERY  

 The Learning Academies Parent Post Volume 4, Issue 3                                                                                                 Page 8 

PARENT WORKSHOPS 
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òLearning Stylesó

 

òDawn Fox was very, very fun and informative! 
She really encouraged me to use fun in learning 
and  taught me how to connect learning to my 
child in a more interesting way.ó 

 

òThank you for having this workshop!  It was very 
informative, exciting, fun, and detailed.  I canõt 
wait to start incorporating these ideas into my 
schooling!ó 

òVery informative!ó 

 

òTeacher planning 
ideas were great!ó 

 

òI like how she en-
couraged us to reach 
out to other parents 
and share ideas.ó 

 

òGreat ideas for 
developing a             
schedule that works 
at home.ó 


