
 
 

  Do you remember how in elementary school the principal was someone to be 

feared?  If the principal showed up that meant someone was in trouble.  If you 

got sent to the principal’s office you were in BIG trouble.  In truth, however the principal 

has a much bigger job than to be the disciplinarian and keep kids out of trouble. 

 

The principal’s job includes overseeing all staff and students, as well as the parents and 

the community that supports the school.  Principals are administrators, teachers, supervi-

sors, mediators, advisors, diplomats, and even parents.  They share in the successes of their 

teachers and students and provide the needed support and resources to make those success-

es happen. 

 

As principal of Antelope Valley Learning Academy I take great pride in the experi-

enced, professional, supportive, and dedicated staff of teachers we have.  Many of you have 

seen me at your monthly meetings and your students see me stopping in the classrooms to 

observe and participate in the conversations going on between teachers and students.  I 

truly enjoy stopping by your meetings. My visits reaffirm what I already know to be true – 

we are working hard every day to make this educational experience as successful as it can 

be for both you - the parent taking on the responsibility of educating your student at home 

- and your student as you all work toward the academic goals set by your Supervising 

Teacher.  We are all learners and the staff feels a responsibility for improving their own 

skills and knowledge to better assist you with being the primary educator in the home to 

better enable students to learn. 

 

Please remember the importance of your monthly meetings and what their purpose is – 

to support you, the parent and primary educator, and to assess student learning.  Be on time 

to your meetings and be prepared with all work completed and corrected.  If you don’t un-

derstand what the expectations are for the upcoming learning period, ask questions.  Please 

do not leave your meeting without a clear understanding of the expectations for the upcom-

ing month.  Make sure you and your teacher have discussed all important dates, such as the 

upcoming state tests (Writing, PFT, STAR).  If you have not received your study materials 

(the Released Test Questions), please ask for them.  It is so important to prepare our stu-

dents for these mandatory state tests.  Remain focused and keep up the good work! 

 

If you have any questions or comments, my door is always open. 

 

Erin Wade 

Principal, AVLA 

Principal’s Corner 

Character Counts!  
The pillar of character for March is RESPECT.  Click on this link to learn more: 

http://charactercounts.org/              Respect: Yellow/Gold 

Treat others with respect; follow the Golden Rule • Be tolerant and accepting of differ-

ences • Use good manners, not bad language • Be considerate of the feelings of others • 

Don’t threaten, hit or hurt anyone • Deal peacefully with anger, insults, and disagreements  

 
Please submit a brief summary of your child demonstrating RESPECT and we will highlight them in 

next month’s Parent Post.  Send your summary to Jamie Garcia at jgarcia@avlearning.org by March 

25th for publication in the April Parent Post.  We look forward to hearing your stories! 
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Mark your calendar! 
 Mar 1-2 4th & 7th Grade 

Writing Test 

 Mar 8-9 Physical Fitness 

Testing 

 Mar 13 Daylight Savings 

begins 

 Mar 17 St. Patrick’s Day 

  Apr 5– May 10 State Test-

ing Window 

 Apr 18-22 SPRING BREAK! 

 Apr 24 Easter Sunday 

 May 17– Field Trip 

Palmdale Water District 

 May 19 AVLA Open House 

& Science Fair 

 May 26 Parent Workshop– 

Car Schooling 

 May 30 Memorial Day– 

Closed 

 Jun 3 Last Day of School!  

Academy Action 2 

Reading Skills 2 

My Point of View 3 

Successful Teacher 
Meetings 

4 

Student Birthdays 4 

Community 

News/Events 

5 

Upcoming Events 6-8 

Inside this issue: 

     Parent Post 

http://charactercounts.org/
mailto:jgarcia@avlearning.org


 By now, you know that Mrs. 

Krizek had her baby.  Jack Krizek ar-

rived on February 2nd.  Congratulations 

to the Krizek family!  While her stu-

dents miss her, her classes have been 

left in the very capable hands of two 

substitute teachers: Ms. Wade (your 

principal!) and Mrs. Adachi, a Supervis-

ing Teacher from our Hesperia school.  

In Pre-Algebra, students are learning 

how to solve multi-step equations.  The 

7th and 8th grade Language Arts clas-

ses continue to read their literature 

novels – ―My Brother Sam is Dead‖ in 

7th grade and ―A Wrinkle in Time‖ in 8th 

grade.  Mrs. Adachi has a love for liter-

ature and really enjoys getting the stu-

dents into their reading with compre-

hension and vocabulary activities that 

help the students grasp the idea of the 

novels and gain a deeper understand-

ing of the concepts.  She also has 

them practicing their writing in prepara-

tion for the upcoming state writing 

tests.  In College and Career Path-

ways, the students enjoyed a visit from 

the University of Antelope Valley.  Mr. 

Sean Flanagan came in and gave the 

students a presentation on the various 

programs and opportunities offered by 

this private college here in the AV.  

Some programs of interest to the stu-

dents were the Culinary School, the 

EMT program and the up and coming 

sports programs.  The students are 

also preparing their end-of-the-year 

projects to display at Open House.  

Each student has an individual ―Future 

Me‖ poster project and they are also 

working in groups on specific group 

projects.  Last week of classes for the 

7th and 8th graders is the week of April 

4th – 8th.  All projects are due then.  
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Academy Action 

     

Saint Patrick's Day has come to be 
associated with everything Irish: anything 
green and gold, shamrocks and luck. Most 
importantly, to those who celebrate its in-

tended meaning, St. Pat-
rick's Day is a traditional 
day for spiritual renewal 
and offering prayers for 
missionaries worldwide.  

So, why is it celebrated on 
March 17th? One theory is 
that that is the day that St. 
Patrick died. Since the 
holiday began in Ireland, it 
is believed that as the Irish 

spread out around the world, they took with 
them their history and celebrations. The 
biggest observance of all is, of course, in 

Ireland. With the exception of restaurants 
and pubs, almost all businesses close on 
March 17th. In American cities with a large 
Irish population, St. Patrick's Day is a very 
big deal. Big cities and small towns alike 
celebrate with parades, "wearing of the 
green," music and songs, Irish food and 
drink, and activities for kids such as crafts, 
coloring and games. Some communities 
even go so far as to dye rivers or streams 
green! 

Trivia: 

What was the original color associated with 
St. Patrick? 

Why is the Shamrock the National Flower 
of Ireland? 

St. Patrick’s Day  
Did you know…??? 

Saint Patrick is believed to have 
been born in the late fourth century. Saint 
Patrick was the patron saint and 
national apostle of Ireland who is 
credited with bringing Christianity 
to Ireland.   

Saint Patrick is most 
known for driving the snakes from 
Ireland. It is true there are no snakes 
in Ireland, but there probably never 
have been - the island was separated 
from the rest of the continent at the 
end of the Ice Age. As in many old 
pagan religions, serpent symbols were com-
mon and often worshipped. Driving the 
snakes from Ireland was probably symbolic 
of putting an end to that pagan practice.  

Reading Connection 

Want to spend time with your youngster, build reading skills, and foster a love for books, too?  You can do all three when you read aloud to 

your child.  Here are some suggestions: 

Read regularly. Read every day to your  child. You might aim for 10-15 minutes of bedtime reading for a peaceful end to the day.  Tuck 

read-alouds into the time when dinner is in the oven.  Or curl up together with a book when you get home from work or running errands. 

Take turns choosing books. Your child may want to hear old favorites again and again.  Use your turn for new titles and variety (nonfiction, poetry). 

Let your child participate. Ask your child to turn the pages while you read. Also, have your child finish sentences that rhyme or fill in words he/she may 

know.  Go slowly so your child has time to understand the story and look at the illustrations.  The read-aloud will be more fun if there is active participation. 

Be playful. You can use different voices for  different characters (a high, squeaky voice for a chicken or a deep, booming voice for a horse).  Substitute 

your youngster’s name for the main character’s name, and use family members’ names for other characters.   

Note: You don’t have to be an expert reader – your child will love it when you read aloud because it’s you. 



 

My Point of View 
  By Dawn Fox, Resource Education Specialist 

 

Encouraging Independence & Motivation 

in the Home Schooled Child  
 

Children seek for independence and autonomy from the desire to make things happen in their world.   

A child develops their opinion about their capabilities to a large extent from their caregiver’s response to 
him/her. Parents foster independence and motivation in a child by providing love and support, encour-
aging exploration and curiosity, teaching new skills, and allowing the child to make appropriate choices. 
When a parent shows enthusiasm for a child’s desire to explore their world and to become an active par-
ticipant, they are giving positive feedback, which in turn will foster independence and encourage motiva-
tion.  

Children will often experience frustration while they are mastering new tasks. Small doses of frustration 
are appropriate, but the caregiver should be prepared to step in to avoid frustration that will hinder a 
child’s desire to succeed.   When a child is diagnosed with a learning disability, often years can go by be-
fore proper support is given, by which time the child and the parent are often frustrated.  This can often 
lead to a child losing the drive to succeed and will often appear as a lack of motivation or drive in that 
child. It is then difficult for the parent and the teacher to motivate the child since the child cares more 
about avoiding the pain of failure, than trying to succeed. The child is less likely to feel independent of 
the parent and often is unwilling to work outside the parameters of learning without full dependence on 
the parent. This is a common problem that parents state when they are home schooling a child with a 
disability.  

Young children are more capable of verbally expressing many thoughts and feelings and are often ready 
to take big steps to independence. It is easier to involve them to participate in home chores, meal prepara-
tion, caring for animals and keeping their belongings organized and safe.  All of these activities build a 
sense of competence and teaches children how to do for themselves and others.  

When children young or old are given the opportunity to facilitate independence in their decisions 
about friends, school projects and play, their sense of confidence to stand on their own will grow. Any 
areas such as money and sports are important areas that independence and motivation can be fostered in 
children. It is important to establish limits and maintain firm rules about important issues, but it is equal-
ly important to honor your child’s choices whenever possible. When you provide opportunities for suc-
cess and show your genuine enthusiasm and recognition of your child’s small tasks and accomplishes, you 
will help your child to gain control over their world and prepare for a healthy independent life.  
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Be Prepared. Show your teacher 
your work and have samples ready 

for submission. Remember to bring 
to the meeting any test preparation 

or Scantron Skills packets that were 
assigned and done. Check to see 

that your logs are completed before 

the meeting.  

Practice. Before your appointment 

with your teacher, practice talking to 
your parent about what you have 

learned. Use one of the Pacing 
Guide objectives listed under an 

assigned module as a topic of your 
summary. Try summarizing a story 

from your literature text. Explain a 
science experiment you did.  Bring  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

in your projects to show your 

teacher. Demonstrate how you use 
a math manipulative for problem 

solving. 

Make eye contact. Looking into the 
friendly face of your supervising 

teacher as you speak may give you 
confidence as you speak. 

Set goals. Each learning period write 
a goal or two for the next learning 

period which you discuss with your 

parent and teacher. Be ready to show 
progress towards goals at your 

monthly meeting. Are you ready to 
demonstrate mastery of a new math 

skill by solving a problem at the 
meeting? Have you applied your lan-

guage arts skills to your written work?  

Tips for a Successful Meeting with Your Teacher 
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SCIENCE FAIR  
 

 

Everyone get ready for the Science Fair! 

We will be having our third annual Sci-

ence Fair in May!  

Students will complete a science fair 

project that will be judged and viewed 

during our open house. This will be a 

very exciting event. Parents and stu-

dents should begin thinking about what 

kind of project they want to do.  A list of 

suggested projects by grade level are 

available at the PTC or from your Super-

vising Teacher. 

 
All Science Fair Projects are due at 

the PTC by Friday, May 13th. Judg-

ing will take place May 16th—19th. 

     March Student Birthdays!  

 Caleb Distan 3/1  

Chase Caraccilo 3/6 

Courtney Sims 3/7 

Marshall Mendez 3/9 

Ethan Lankin 3/17 

Renai Paul 3/20 

Samuel Ramirez 3/22 

Jasmine Griego 3/24 

Hazel Sanchez 3/24 

Angelina Leyva 3/25 

Kurt Ruiz 3/25 

Cyrsten Hogarth 3/27 



16th Semi-Annual Spring     
Career Information & Job 
Fair: 
AV College will be hosting their 16th Annual 
Spring Career Information & Job Fair 

 

Date: Wednesday, April 27, 2011 

Time: 9am-2pm            

Location: Fine Arts Quad 

3041 West Ave K, Lancaster, CA 93536 

Hosted by: Antelope Valley College Job 
Placement Center 

 

THE LINK Homeschooling Magazine 
A FREE magazine on the web with regular features by leading homeschool writers... 
 

MUSIC AND MOVEMENT FOR KIDS 
AV Dance Studo81 at 526 W. Lancaster Blvd. 

 

This class is about having fun while learning what mu-
sic is all about. Learn the notes, tempo and dynamics 
with instruments, singing, movement, and a lot of fun!! 
All supplies will be provided. 

This will be a 6 week session with a performance on 
the last day of class. The sessions will be ongoing with 
different material every session. 

Ages 1-3 Mon 10:30-11:00 (Parent involvement req) 

Ages 3-5 Mon & Tues 11:15-12:00  Ages 5-8 Mon 3-4pm 

Ages 8-12 Pending day and time–inquire if interested 

Homeschool Class Wed & Thu 10:30-11:30 am–all ages 

First session will start the week of March 14 with a performance 
the week of April 18 

Cost 

75.00 per session (all supplies will be provided) Pre-register by March 
7th and get $5 off tuition* Bring a friend to register you both get $5 
off tuition 

Beginner Guitar Classes ages 7-10 Mondays from 5-6pm, $50/ month 
starting March 7th MUST HAVE OWN GUITAR 

Please email Jennifer at musicforkids15@yahoo.com  for more info 
or contact Studio 81 staff at 661-942-4953 



P.E.  in  the Park  

Antelope Valley 
YMCA 

Physical Fitness Testing 

For all 5th and 

7th grade AVLA 

students (9th 

graders 

welcome, too) 

Tuesday,  
March 8th 

OR 
Wednesday, 
March 9th 

10:00 AM—12:00 PM 

If you are a 5th or 7th grade student, you 

must take the PFT! 

Join us at the Antelope Valley YMCA on one 

of the above dates (not both) 

Remember to wear comfortable clothing and tennis shoes 

as we will do the following activities: 

 Mile run or walk 

 Abdominal curl-ups 

 Push-ups 

 And more… 

 *Parents/Guardians must attend this event with their  

        student and remain present until finished   

  

43001 10th Street, 

W. 

Lancaster, CA 93534 

661-723-9622 

*Physical Fitness 

Testing is a CA 

mandated test for all 

5th, 7th and 9th 

grade students. 



Antelope Val ley Learning Academy  

The Palmdale Water District’s Goal is to educate 
young students on the importance of using water 
wisely and efficiently. 

Join us as we tour the Water Treatment Plant and 
Little Rock Dam to see the process of cleaning wa-
ter, the storage and distribution of treated water, 
run-off pollution, and conservation methods in 
and outside the home. 

We will also learn about the water cycle, the Dis-
trict’s water sources, and about the State Water 
Project (California Aqueduct) 

Field Trip to the Palmdale 
Water District &  

    Littlerock Dam 
 FREE! 

 For AVLA students in grades 

3-8 

 Bring a picnic lunch 

 Parents are responsible for 

the transportation and the for 

supervision of their child(ren) 

 Meet at the PTC at 9:00 AM 

Date: Tuesday 

May 17th, 2011 

Time: 9:00 

AM—2:30 PM 

We will meet at the 
Parent-Teacher 
Center at 9:00 AM 
and caravan to the 
Water Treatment 
Plant then to Little 
Rock Dam for 
lunch. 

Antelope Valley 
Learning 
Academy 

1601 E. Palmdale Blvd, C 

Palmdale, CA 93550 

Drop a  completed 

Field Trip Permission 

Slip off at any 

Resource Center and 

call 661-952-6028 to 

sign up. 



A n t e l o p e  Va l l e y  L e a r n i n g  A c a d e my  

      Please join us for our annual 

 OPEN HOUSE & SCIENCE 

FAIR 

 

When: Thursday, May 19th from 4:00—6:30 PM 

Where: The Parent-Teacher Center 

 Visit your Parent-Teacher Center 

 Check out what the 7th/8th grade College and Ca-
reer Pathway students have been working on all year 
(Individual and Group Projects) 

 View the amazing Science Fair Projects 

 Chat with the AVLA Supervising Teachers 

 Pizza and drinks provided!   

 
*This is a family-friendly event! 

 

For students participating in the Science 

Fair, a list of suggested projects by grade 

level is available at the PTC or by your ST. 

 

All Science Fair Projects are due at the 

PTC by Friday, May 13th. Judging will take 

place May 16th—19th. 

Antelope Valley Learning 
Academy 
Parent-Teacher Center 
1601 E. Palmdale Blvd, Suite C 

Palmdale, CA 93550 

P: 661.952.6028  F: 661.224.2035 

Www.avlearning.org  



 

 

Making the Most of   

Summer 

 

Pack for summer with 
ideas for cars schooling 
and  

summer enrichment! 

Join us for a FREE Parent  

Workshop with Supervising Teachers 

Linda Foster & Karen Walters 

May 26th, 2011 

10am-12pm 


