
PARENT POST 

 State Testing Week has concluded.  I want to thank each and every one of you for making sure 

your student arrived at their designated date and time for testing.  I also want to thank the teachers of 

AVLA for their hard work in preparing their students for state testing and all staff for their hard work in the 

planning, organizing, and assistance with testing.  It is a huge endeavor each year and every person con-

tributes to the success of our students, our school, and our programs.  

But wait!  The school year is not over yet!  We still have four weeks to go until summer vacation and there 

is still much more to do.  We have several fun events taking place this month.  These include two field 

trips, one to the Palmdale Water District on Tuesday, May 17th, and another to the Placerita Nature Center 

on Thursday, May 19th.  Open House is on Thursday, May 19th at 4:00 at the Parent-Teacher Center.  The 

Science Fair Projects (which are due to the PTC on Friday, May 13th) will be on display as will the “Future 

Me” Projects our 7th and 8th Grade College and Career Pathways students completed.  8th graders, we will 

have representatives from Desert Sands Charter High School present at Open House to provide a high 

school orientation to you and give you the information you need in regards to your high school options for 

the 2011-12 school year. In addition, we have one final parent workshop scheduled.  “Carschooling: Mak-

ing the Most of Summer Vacation” is scheduled on Thursday, May 26th at the PTC from 10:00 AM – 12:00 

PM.  As you can see, we still have much going on these last four weeks and we hope to see you at each 

one of these events. 

The 2011 8th Grade Promotion has been scheduled.  It will be held on Wednesday, June 1st at 4:00 PM at 

the Parent-Teacher Center.  Due to limited space, this informal event is restricted to teachers, students, 

and the students’ parents only. Your ST will be providing you with the necessary information regarding this 

event.   

Finally, as the school year winds down, I want to take this opportunity to thank each and every one of you 

for your commitment to the education of your students.  As we are fond of saying around here, “It’s all 

about the kids!” 

Erin Wade 

Principal, Antelope Valley Learning Academy 

Principal ’s Corner 

The pillar of character for May 

is CARING.  Click on this link 

to learn more: 

http://charactercounts.org/ 

Once there, go to Resources 

for the Lesson Plan Bank and 

Free Teaching Tools.  We 

would love to hear stories of 

your child demonstrating good 

character.  We will be focusing 

on CARING for the month of 

May.  Please submit a brief 

summary of your child demon-

strating CARING and we will 

highlight them in next month’s 

Parent Post.  Send your sum-

mary to Jamie Garcia at jgar-

cia@avlearning.org by May 27th 

for publication in the June Parent 

Post.  We look forward to hear-

ing your stories! 

 

Character Counts! 

May 2011 

Volume 3, Issue 9 

Reading Connection 2 

It’s almost summer,  
nowwhat ?  

2 

My Point of View 3-4 

Upcoming Events 5-7 

Community News & 
Events 

8 

Inside this issue: 

Mark your Calendars! 

  May 9-13: Parent 

Teacher Meeting Week 

 May 17: Field Trip to 

Palmdale Water District 

 May 19: Field Trip to 

Placerita Nature Center 

 May 19: AVLA Open 

House & Science Fair 

 May 26: Parent Work-

shop– Car Schooling  

 May 30: Closed for Me-

morial Day 

 Jun 1: End of the Year 

Blowout 

 Jun 1: 8th Grade      

Promotion  

 Jun 3: Last Day of 

School!  

http://charactercounts.org/
mailto:jgarcia@avlearning.org
mailto:jgarcia@avlearning.org


Simple reading 

practice… 

 Here’s a 

way to give children 

reading practice – and 

improve their behavior at 

the same time.  Write a 

short note to your kids 

and leave them around 

the house. 

You might men-

tion good behavior 

(“Thanks for helping with 

the dishes!”) or write re-

minders (“Please hang 

me up.  Signed, Your 

towel”). Sometimes the 

notes can be about not-

so-good behavior (“I was 

disappointed when you 

yelled at me. Can we 

talk about it?”).  And 

make sure to leave 

notes for treats, too 

(“Let’s go fly your kite 

this afternoon!”). 

Look for unique 

places to put your notes, 

such as on their pillow, 

in front of the dog’s wa-

ter bowl, or pinned to the 

shower curtain.  The 

kids will enjoy discover-

ing the notes and read-

ing them aloud. 

 

Reading Connection  

sidewalk. Have them tell you a 

story that matches their pictures.  

FAMILY GAME NIGHT: In-

stead of using a purchased board 

game, have your students create 

one of their own. Have them 

pick a topic (dinosaurs or crazy 

science facts), create the game 

board, and complete research for 

trivia questions.  Can the kids 

beat the parents? 

DISCOVER THE SKY : Track 

the phases of the moon or take a 

night-time stroll and identify the 

Big Dipper. 

DESTINATION UNKNOWN: 

Give your kids a road map and 

have them create directions to an 

unknown location. Get in the car and 

see where you end up. Or, give them 

a map of the neighborhood and have 

them chart a nightly walk.  

BACKYARD INVESTIGATIONS: 

Visit http://teacher.scholastic.com/

activities/explorations/for directions 

on how to make a bug magnet or 

solar energy cooker.  

HAVE A GREAT SUMMER AND 

KEEP LEARNING!  

It’s Almost Summer….now what?  
You have spent the last 10 

months working to keep your 

child focused on their learning. 

Now, summer rolls around and 

your kids are excited to put their 

brains on hold for the upcoming 

break. The secret to a successful  

summer break is to keep your 

student engaged in fun AND 

educational activities. This will 

help to alleviate boredom and 

insure that the last 10 months of 

education won’t be washed away 

by a summer of video games. 

Next time they cry boredom, try 

one of the following activities: 

DRIVEWAY STORIES: Have 

your student create a series of 

illustrations on your driveway or 
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      My Point of View 

Preparing your young child for college 
By Dawn Fox, Resource Specialist  

 

It all started on a Saturday morning when I was driving my then 1st grade 

son down Lancaster Blvd.  This was back in the days when it was not un-

common to see a homeless person or two waking up from a night on the 

bench that they called home.  Son: “Mommy, what is that man doing?”  

Mommy: “Well, he just woke up from sleeping on that bench all night.” 

Son: “But why?” Mommy: “Well honey, it is sad to say, but that person is 

someone who decided not to do his work in school so that one day he 

could have a good job. He probably didn’t go to college and now he has no 

money to pay for a home.” Son: “That is really sad. Can we get him some 

socks for Christmas?”  

 

  Little did I realize that this simple conversation would be the first of many discussions in preparing my 

little ones for the educational attitude that they would someday have, (as well as their heart for the home-

less).  Early on, I made it a point to verbally acknowledge their talents and strengths and talk to them 

about certain careers that they might enjoy working in. For example, my oldest daughter loved to build 

with blocks and early on when we added on to our house, I made it a point for her to sit down with us 

when the architect showed us his plans. She was fascinated and worked on drawing her own house plans 

and said for years how she wanted to be an architect. Her eye for art and photography has developed into 

beautiful works of art today. 

 

 Lately I have been discovering with my first born the importance of getting her ready for her future edu-

cational goals.  She is 17 and the clock is ticking.  SAT scores, sports, grade point averages, etc. all add up 

to helping her meet her dreams. Every child is not college-bound, but early on is when you can help them 

to recognize their strengths (music, art, sports, or academics) and discuss with them the doors that could 

open for them utilizing their strengths. You are pointing them in the right direction.  I read a nice quote 

recently that said, “Your mind is your ticket to your future.” Experts are now agreeing that we live in a 

world where what you earn is directly related to what you have learned. I would like to add, “And what 

you are exposed to”.  Skills are important to gain, whatever their strengths may be.  With a junior in high 

school, the college question is big in our house right now.  I just talked to a friend who spent weeks taking 

his daughter to different universities around the country so she could get a feel for where she wanted to go.  

This is a conscientious and caring parent with the resources to do that; not something we all have, but 

would love to do.  Still, I think there is a lot that can be done from the home front.   
 

 

Continued on the next page are a few of this month’s tips for getting your young child ready for college... 

 

 



 

 

Preparing Your Child for College 
In this high-tech, globalized world, education beyond high school is more and more important. The more education your children 

have, the more career options they have. Pursuing a higher education doesn't have to mean going to a four-year college or university. 

Other options include two-year community or junior colleges, business schools, and vocational technical schools. Also included are 

courses of study that result in a license or certification. Throughout children's elementary and secondary school years, parents can 

help lay the foundation for successful advanced education. 

 

How soon should children start preparing for college?  

Although doing well in elementary school prepares a student to excel in high school and college, specific academic preparation for 

higher education begins in middle school. For example, to be able to take chemistry or physics in high school (courses that are often 

required in a college prep curriculum), a student may need to take Algebra I in the 8th grade. Whatever their current career goals and 

dreams – even if they don't have anything specific in mind yet, your children should take all of the core high school courses in english, 

math, science, history and geography. This broad educational base gives them basic skills for whatever path they take after high 

school. 

For students who plan to pursue a college bachelor's degree, educational advisors recommend that a student's high school electives 

(non-core courses) include 2 or 3 years of a foreign language and classes in music, art, dance, or theater. Again, even if your child 

doesn't know what they want to do after high school graduation or just knows they want to go to college somewhere, this broad back-

ground provides flexibility and opens up almost any option. 

 

How can I help my middle schooler begin to think about the importance of higher education? 

Many young teens don't want to think about high school much less college, do they? StreetWise recommends the website "Think Col-

lege Early", prepared by the U.S. Department of Education. The site has been written specifically to help middle and junior high 

school students understand why it is important to start preparing for college before you get to high school. 

 

How important are high school grades in college admission? 

Grades are one of the major criteria that colleges and universities consider in granting admission. College applications usually require 

that the applicant's complete high school transcript be sent. The transcript contains the grades for the courses taken in all years of 

high school. As a consequence, every year of high school is important, not just the last two. Colleges will also look at "grade point 

average," which is the average of all grades received during high school. Although different colleges have different requirements for 

grades and grade point averages, admission to most colleges doesn't require a straight A average. A good record of A's and B's can 

win admission to a college that's a good match for a student's needs and talents. 

 

What about SAT, ACT, PSAT and other standardized test scores? 

Although many colleges and universities say they are putting less emphasis now on "college aptitude" standardized test scores, most 

still require them, and most still have minimum requirements for acceptable test scores. The SAT or ACT should be taken at least 

twice, but usually no more than three times. Keep in mind that test scores are only one part of the admissions package. Most schools 

use them in conjunction with the prospective student's grades and courses taken. Good preparation for the test is needed to develop 

confidence. This can be done through practice tests. The availability of practice tests range from books under $20 to full fledged cram 

courses that cost $500 or more. 

 

How important are extra-curricular activities? 

Preparing for college isn't only about schoolwork. Athletics, community service and other extracurricular activities can help chil-

dren learn discipline, responsibility, teamwork, and other skills. Encouraging children to read a newspaper every day helps 

broaden their horizons. You don't have to subscribe to one – read it online. Additional reading (fiction and non-fiction) and 

study outside of course requirements can help expand vocabulary and reading comprehension skills. Extracurricular and com-

munity volunteer activities even help some teens find their future careers. http://www2.ed.gov/students/prep/college/

thinkcollege/early/parents/edlite-parents.html 

 

Good luck with encouraging your child to be all that they were meant to be.  Till next time. 

 

http://www.ed.gov/students/prep/college/thinkcollege/early/students/edlite-students.html
http://www.ed.gov/students/prep/college/thinkcollege/early/students/edlite-students.html
http://www2.ed.gov/students/prep/college/thinkcollege/early/parents/edlite-parents.html
http://www2.ed.gov/students/prep/college/thinkcollege/early/parents/edlite-parents.html
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                CALLING ALL 8TH GRADERS… 

 

Are you interested in finding out your options for high 

school within the Desert Sands organization? Please join us 

at Open House on Thursday, May 19th at the PTC.  Teach-

ers and staff  from Desert Sands Learning Academy and 

Desert Sands Charter High School will be on site to provide a High School Orientation to 

all 8th grade AVLA students.           

  Mark your calendars.  We hope you will join us! 

Field Trip to the Palmdale Water District 

&  Littlerock Dam 

 

Date: May 17, 2011 

Time: 9:00am– 2:30pm 

 FREE! 

 For AVLA students in grades 3-

8 

 Bring a picnic lunch 

 Parents are responsible for the 

transportation and supervision of 

their child(ren) 

Placerita Nature Cen-

ter Field Trip  

 

When: Thursday 

May 19th @ 9:30am for 

check in 

Where: 19152 Placerita Canyon Rd, 

Newhall, Ca 91321 

Cost: $2 donation per student 

Who: K-8th students 

What: wear comfortable walking shoes 

and bring a light jacket depending on 

the weather. Bring a sack lunch!  

 

 

 

Making the Most 

of Sum-

Join us for a FREE Parent  

Workshop with Supervising 

Teachers Linda Foster & Karen 

Walters 

May 26th, 2011 

10am-12pm 

At the PTC 

Pack for summer with ideas for cars 

schooling and summer enrichment! 

Please contact your Supervising Teacher or the PTC for  more information or any of the event flyers!  
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     May  Student Birthdays!  

Mathew Lecomte 5/8 

Tyler Rushing 5/9 

Arabelle Benedict 5/9 

Simeon Riley 5/11 

Jenna Johnson 5/12 

Garrett Mooney 5/14 

Jonah Herrera 5/14 

Cody Caraccilo 5/19 

Astrid Wolfe 5/19 

Brennon Hill 5/20 

Airalee Evans 5/25 

George Holling 5/25 

Lana Mooney 5/27 

Aidan Garcia 5/31 

 

8TH GRADE PROMOTION 

Please join us for an informal 

promotion event recognizing our 

AVLA 8th graders. 
*Due to limited space, attendance is strictly limited to 8th graders and their parents only. 

R.S.V.P  by May 27th 

to 661-952-6028 

Date: Wednesday, 

June 1, 2011 

Time: 4pm 

Please join us at the 

Parent-Teacher Center.  

Punch and cookies will 

be served. 

Enrollment  

Information 
 

We will begin enrollments for 

the 2011/2012 school year in 

July for all NEW students wish-

ing to enroll in our program.  

If you have an incoming Kinder-

gartener  or a sibling you would 

like to enroll, please call  or stop 

by the PARENT TEACHER CEN-

TER to be added to the  contact 

list  and pick up an enrollment 

packet.  

661-952-6028 

 

* New families entering our pro-

gram are required to attend a 

Parent Info Session prior to      

enrollment 



Come celebrate the successful completion of another school year! 

End of the Year Blowout! 

Wednesday, June 1st 

10 a.m.—2 p.m. 
However, tickets are good until closing 

After working so hard all year, we think you deserve a 

break! 

Come out to Dry Town Water Park and spend a day with 

our staff. 

WHO: All AVLA and DSLA families and staff   

WHERE: Dry Town Water Park  

                  3850 E. Avenue S, Palmdale  

 

PRICE: 2 and under free (no food included)  

3—8 years old $11 (lunch included)  

9+ years old $14 (lunch included)  

 

HOW  

1. Send an email to mberry@avlearning.org to be placed on the attendance list.  

2. Turn in your permission slip, food request, and payment (CASH ONLY) to any 

of  our locations.  

3. Show up on June 1st ready to have a great time!!!  



14th Annual Fire 

Service Day 
Saturday, May 14th 2011 

10am to 5pm 

L.A. County Fire Station 129 

Corner of Ave M & 6th West 

FREE Admission to the Public 

 

Food & Drinks- Helicopter Displays- HazMat 

Display- USAR display- Sparky & Pluggy-

Chili Cookoff- Tri tip dinner-  Dress up– Live 

Fire Demonstrations– Jaws of life– Puppet 

Show 

For more info please call     

Community Services Liaison 

Carmen Mackey at               

(661) 948-3785 

RED DAY 2011 
Renew/ Energize/ Donate  

When: May 12, 2011  10am-5pm 

Where: Keller Williams Realty AV  

1401 W Rancho Vista Blvd, Palmdale, 93551 

What? RED Day celebrates Keller Williams Realtyõs year 

round commitment to its communities. Each year, on the 

second Thursday in May, tens of thousands of associates 

from across the United States and Canada participate in a 

wide range of projects, devoting their time to renewing and 

energizing aspects of the neighborhoods in which they 

serve. Join Keller Williams AV and itõs official sponsors for 

the 3rd Annual Keller Williams Give Back Celebration.  

Lots of Fun Activities & Prizes for the whole family!!  

* Jumper   * Food  * Raffles  *Prizes  *Entertainment  *AV 

Hospital Mobile Blood Drive  * Job Recruitment Booths * 

Vendors with Sales and Samples 

Antelope Valley Mobile Vietnam 

Veterans  Memorial Wall  

 

The students are proud to announce that this 
yearõs Pride of the Nation will feature the Mobile 
Vietnam Veterans Memorial Wall for the Antelope 
Valley. The òAV Walló will be on display at Lan-
caster High School from Sat., May 14 (Opening 
Ceremony) through Sat., May 21, 2011. The AV 
Wall will remain open to the public, 24 hours a 
day, free of charge, during the entire week leading 
up to Armed Forces Day. 

 

Additional Information can be found at: 

http://www.cityoflancasterca.org/index.aspx?page=1116 

 Summer Camp 

Whittle in Big Bear  

     For students entering 3rd       

grade thru 8th grade this Fall! 

 Arts & Crafts    * Horseback Riding  

*Hiking  *Campfires  *Swimming   

*Rope Courses  *Climbing Tower   

*Great Food   *Zipline  *Modernized 

Lodges & Rustic Cabins 

Itõs that time again! Register your camper 

online at www.ymcala.org/camp 

AV Family YMCA 

43001 10th St W, Lancaster 

661-723-9622 

http://www.cityoflancasterca.org/index.aspx?page=1116

