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Wise Skills
Theme :

Positive Attitude

“Doing your very best is

the most you can expect

from yourself”
~Anonymous

Visit

http://www.wiseskills.com/

for free resources on
character education!!

Editor Kim Fielding

DirectasCorner

We have fallen squarely into the autumn season this new November thanks to the
cooler temperatures and refreshing rain. AVLA is marching strongly into its third
school year this fall which is marked again by growing student enrollment, new
programs and events and a larger and more dynamic staff than ever. Sure signs of
success were apparent during recent visits by Palmdale School District officials
which provided opportunities for all AVLA departments to shine and show how well
our staff and systems service our students and parents. We value the strong
partnership with our sponsoring district and look forward to continuing
opportunities to build better schools together! Thank you to Superintendent Gallizzi
and his team for their professionalism and leadership!

Our K-8 enrollment has surpassed the 300 mark at 307 as of Halloween Day. We
continue to build and refine our enrollment processes. This year new features
include daily cycling and assignment of new students to teachers to expedite
initiation of instruction; plus, we have added a new enrollment location — the Parent
Teacher Center! Another improvement coming soon will be the requirement of
attendance to a Parent Orientation prior to student enrollment. The Parent
Orientations will be held at the Parent Teacher Center and led by an administrator
who will provide a packet of information and presentation of school staff, programs,
curriculum and instruction. The Parent Orientation will be held once a week to
welcome interested parents who will receive an enrollment packet and
appointment for student diagnostic testing. Start date in December! More details
coming soon!

The Learning Academies are fortunate to be fortified with strong professionals who
contribute their talents to the growing variety of classes and events we offer.
Cynthia Rodriguez now leads Spanish classes for our elementary students. Michelle
Berry instructs our 3" graders in writing strategies and Donna Wapner began a
Writing through Photography class for our middle-schoolers. Park Mickelson is
leading the way in planning for our science fair and Stephanie Akin led our recent
Parent Workshop on science. The Operations and Leadership Teams contribute daily
to ensure a smooth experience for all and our regional teacher teams are
developing into true Professional Learning Communities with mentors, grade level
and content experts.

Students have just completed the 10" complete week of the school year...only 28
weeks to go!! We're off to a great start!

Valerie J. Chase
Senior Director of Education



https://mail.dschs.org/exchweb/bin/redir.asp?URL=http://www.wiseskills.com/
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Notable Home
Schooler

Thomas Edison (1847-1931)
an American inventor and
businessman, was taught
reading, writing and arithmetic
by his mother. Before that he
left school after only three
months, as he had trouble
following the lessons. Most of
his other education he received
from reading books on his
own.

Contributed by Karen Walters
and Wikinedia
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Upcoming Events

Nov. 11 Veterand Day

Nov. 12 LPAC Field Trip to see Mayhem Poets

Nov. 12 Parent Workshop at Parent Teacher Center
Nov. 24-28 Thanksgiving Break

Dec. 11 LPAC Field Trip to see The Nutcracker Ballet
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SCIENCE FAIR

Everyone get ready for the Science )
Fair! We will be having our first-ever \

Science Fair in April! Students will Al

complete a science fair project that will \

be judged and viewed during our open
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house. This will be a very exciting \\ (\ ) \I

event. Parents and students should \) &
begin thinking about what kind of 7 ——
project they want to do.

There will be more details forthcoming.
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SPELLING BEE

Here are some websites to help prepare your students for AVLAG
spelling bee on May 28th.

http://www.spellingbee.com/
There are Basic and Challenge level word lists on this site. Features

include practice test and an audio button so that you may hear the
word you need to spell. This site is recommended for those in upper
grades.

http://www.kidica.com
Select the education tab. Click on the Home school tab on the right
side of the website. There are many pages and links to look at from
here that can be very helpful.

http://www.spellingcity.com/
Here you can practice spelling words that you are already working on.
Options for practice include i Test Me 0, AiTeach M
features. Or if you do not have specific words that you want to work on
you can choose from a list or play a game. Great for children in
younger grades.



http://www.spellingbee.com/
http://www.kidica.com/
http://www.spellingcity.com/
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Thomas_Edison
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Thomas_Edison
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Arithmetic
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Arithmetic
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Learning CenterProfile -PTC

We have two wonderful teachers at the Parent-Teacher Center in Palmdale: Stephanie Akin, who teaches
2"-4" grade, and Bonnie Lamont, who teaches the K-2 class. Classes meet Mondays and Wednesdays from
9:00-12:00.

In Mrs. A k i old@sss the students wrote friendly letters to Crayola and Crayola responded! Each student
received a gift package with an individualized letter praising them for their friendly letters. They each also
received a variety of stickers, coloring pages, crayons, note pads, pencils, and much more from the Crayola
Company. It was very exciting for the children to receive a package back from Crayola with those
individualized letters and packages addressed with their names on it! They are also learning about how the
President is elected and how to tell time. In science, they wrapped up a unit on butterflies and released 5
beautiful Painted Lady butterflies after watching their metamorphosis.

I n Ms. Lamont 6s cl ass, t he sidtiondrg hledrring about vowrehsbunds gnd a n
practicing their sight words. They are also learning about people skills and friends as part of their Social
Studies unit. In math, they are counting, sorting and learning subtraction facts and in Science, they are
learning about how plants grow. They have planted seeds and are awaiting the beans to sprout!

The students really enjoy the time they spend in these two awesome teachersd classes!

Ms. kin and class Ms. Lamont and class

Of course, nothing runs smoothly without the incredible organizational talents and support of Jamie Garcia,
the administrative support at the PTC. Thank you Jamie! We love to see your smiling face each morning at
the PTC!
Ot her Learning Center happeningsé
1 Welcome to Mr. Ezra Schroeder! Mr. Schroeder is our new high school math teacher at Summit View.

He comes to us with lots of experience and really knows his math!

1 New Spanish classes at the PTC taught by Ms. Cynthia Rodriguez! Classes meet Fridays and there are
two sections done from 9:00-10:30 and one from 10:30-12:00.

1 Another Beginning Guitar class is being added to the lineup at Summit View. This class will be on
Fridays from 2:00-2:50 and is taught by the very talented (and popular) Lance Allyn.

Staytunedfornext mont hds Lear ni ng™afdsH gradle clatsés gtiRanchg Vistaké t h e

Erin Wade
Learning Center Coordinator
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Super Science Sessions a Success at PTC !

kwe ml wnm e)

l 1R |1 mf| scientist, what a hypesfs is, and why evé&h 2

the beginning of the Parent University Workshop graders can develop one for their experiment:
29" ~ Q0 N | thoudht mosndf tnarparerits on fun home experiments were shared. Com

attending.

sites with online labs (even dissections!) were

And thus begdheir adventure in how to help their on handouts and eve visited as a class.
students gain a love of learning through science ¢  Participants left the class ready to hetpsthdent
at home.

sclience at home.

The 96minute workshop helped parents understa

Stephanie Akin helps AVLA parents learn how to

participate i) @ £U " 1 Fak aneviarthiBand
ksll1erR Qenff "y 11 Urr
Try this fun websiteww.seed.slb.cgmtothar

virtual science lab.

Duane Abney helps Stephanie Akin create a cher

importance of gettingethstudents to think like a rml wreyl el rRnm " Q¢ uwl

Thanksgiving Poem
For each new morning with its light,
For rest and shelter of the night,

For health and food, for love and
friends,

For everything thy goodness sends.
For flowers that bloom about our feet
For tender grass, so fresh, so sweet;
For song of bird, and hum of bee;

For all things fair we hear or see,

Father in heaven, we thank thee!

~Ralph Waldo Emerson

Thanks qgiving

How much do you know about Thanksgiving?

Here are some fun and educational websites to explore:
There is a marvelous short video on the History of Thanksgiving at
http://www.history.com/minisites/thanksgiving

Find some fun Thanksgiving crafts, coloring pages and books to read
with your children at http://holidays.kaboose.com/thanksgiving/

Here is a fun website with slideshows and interactive maps showing
the first Thanksgiving and more. There is also a description of the
differences between the Pilgrims and the Wampanoag Indians in their
housing, clothes, food, chores, school and games that is really
interesting. Click on the speaker next to the text and it will read it
aloud for you! Then play Web Quest, a short question and answer
game to see how much you know about the Pilgrims and Thanksgiving.
I f you dondot know the ans we rthatwilk
tell you more. Fun for parents too!
http://www.scholastic.com/scholastic_thanksgiving/



http://www.history.com/minisites/thanksgiving
http://holidays.kaboose.com/thanksgiving/
http://www.scholastic.com/scholastic_thanksgiving/
http://www.seed.slb.com/

