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Wise Skills Theme
Conflict Resolution

“When angry, count to 10

before you speak; if very

angry, count to 100.”
~Thomas Jefferson

Visit
http://www.wiseskills.com/
for free resources on
character education!

Editor Kim Fielding

Fall-ing Forward!

September 2008 is behind us and we have accomplished much in those 30
days! We implemented 43 enrichment classes across our 3 AVLA Learning
Centers! 145 students are participating in sometimes 2 and three different
classes ranging from math and science to music theory and drawing! And
we have more in the planning stages! At Summit View Learning Academy, 67
students are participating in 30 different classes from all the core subjects to
painting and guitar. Great appreciation is extended to all our Learning
Center staff and students for forming and participating in our school
opportunities! Way to go!

Back to School - Nights of Success!

On a balmy Tuesday evening, September 16th, over 40 families stopped by
our Rancho Vista Learning Center for Back to School Night. The next night,
30 families visited the Summit View Learning Academy. Parents and
students enjoyed visiting with both Learning Center and Supervising
Teachers. They signed up for upcoming field trips, new Learning Center
Classes, and to volunteer. We were able to meet and make some pretty
awesome connections with other friendly families and staff. The Learning
Centers were adorned with student work and samples of text books and
upcoming lesson plans. Thanks to everyone who worked hard to set these
events up for success!!

Upcoming Events

October 13 Columbus Day

October 16 Field Trip to Lombardi Ranch
October 17 Last day of Learning Period 4
October 20-24 Parent Teacher Meeting Week
October 27-31 Red Ribbon Week

October 29 Parent Workshop at PTC

November
1 Griffith Observatory field trip
1 LPAC field trip 8 The Mayhem Poets



http://www.wiseskills.com/
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OctobParent WorksHSuper Science Se

Join us at the Parent Teacher Center for
the October Parent Workshop: Super
Science Sessionfesources and ideas
for engaging science lessons are
abundant. Learn at this workshop
where to find and how to use these
resources. You will take home creative
lesson plans for investigations and
experiments. Also, use this

Field Trip News

Two sixth graders mentioned that their

Red Ribbon Week ~ Octobe r2 7- 31

The Red Ribbon Campaignwas awareness regarding the need for alcohol,
founded in 1985, in memory of Enrique  tobacco and other drug and violence

(Kiki) Camarena who was a Drug prevention, early intervention, and treatment
Enforcement Administration Agent. He  services. It is the largest, most visible

was Killed as a result of his work prevention awareness campaign observed
investigating drug operations in Mexico.  annually in the United States. Please observe
The Red Ribbon Celebrationbrings your support of this campaign by wearing a
millions of people together to raise red ribbon during the week of Oct. 23-31.

opportunity to learn more about the
science fair being held in the spring.

Address: 1601 Palmdale Blvd., Ste. C,
Palmdale, CA, 93551

Contact the PTC at 661-952-6028 for

more information or email Mrs. Albright

at nalbright@avlearning.org.

Our Trip to the Aquarium of the Pacific

Contributed by Linda Laubach
favorite discoveries were the Leafy Sea

On September 11, WE TOOK A dragons, Weedy Sea dragons, and the
JOURNEY OF DISCOVERY through the  crystal Jellyfish (they aren't fish at all by
worl dos | argest 0 theway!) Theycommented, @ We c a
the Pacific in Long Beach, California. wait to look these creatured pictures up on
Many students were able to participate in  the internet and check them out.

the educational exhibits which allowed Amazing! o

them to not only see, but feel the amazing My Kindergartener loved the interactions
marine wildlife. _ she had with a Sea Lion who seemed very
From touching the predators in Shark interested in the red ball she held in her
Lagoon to laughing at the silly antics of  hand. He kept staring at her through the
the Sea Otters, students came away with gl ass. He r inkchelikeme n
valuable tools and information about the me é o

ocean and its creatures. All in all, our day was full of fun education

and amazement at the world under the sea!

1 Signups for the Lombardi Ranch Field Trip are closed. We had a great response. If you were
unable to attend this time, please check the Lombardi Ranch schedule of events during weekends

in October.

1 Trip to Griffith’s Observatory, Nov. 4. and LPAC performance of The Mayhem Poets , Nov 12 .
Please contact your supervising teacher for details.
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Testing information

Contributed by Linda Foster, Testing coordinator

Many of you have re
STAR test scores within this past month
and are wondering what you can do to
prepare for our schools STAR Testing on
May 4-8, 2009. Previously released test
questions are available at
http://www.cde.ca.gov/ta/tg/sr/css05r
tg.asp Choose the subject (ELA, Math,

etc.) and your stuc
bring up pages that can be printed for
use as a study guide. Working through
the test a few pages a month will help
your child know what to expect on the
real test and help cut down on their
anxiety during testing week.

Learning Center Updates

Contributed by Erin Wade, Learning Center
Coordinator

We are now in our second full
month of school and the learning
centers are in full swing. We
have hard-working and dedicated
staff at each site: Rancho Vista
K-6, Rancho Vista 7-8, PTC K-4,
Summit View 9-12, and BGC
Santa Clarita K-12. There is tons
of learning taking place and the
kids are really enjoying their
classes!

We have also added a new
teacher to the Summit View
staff. Teresa Boulger (English
and Social Studies) started the
first week of LP4 and has
partnered with Karen Aguirre to
0l earn the rope:
Teresa!

LEARNING CENTER HIGHLIGHT:
Heidi Marino and Katie Mercado
have partnered up to teach an
innovative K-6 Learning Lab at
the BGC in Santa Clarita on
Wednesdays from 9:00-12:00.
Heidi teaches math and science
while Katie teaches language arts
and social studies. The kids are

split into two groups: a K-3 group
and a 4-6 group. During LP 4,
Mrs. Mercado will be focusing on
the election with her students.
They will be learning about the
presidents and the election
process. With a Presidential
Election coming up in just a few
weeks, this presents a wonderful
opportunity for the kids to learn
about this important process in
American democracy. Mrs.
Marino really enjoys teaching
math and science in a hands-on
kind of way. She is always
finding clever and creative ways
to combine math and science
skills into fun lessons that the
kids really enjoy. This LP she is
teaching a | essc
Boneso6 in which
counting and graphing skills while
learning about the human
skeleton.

Check out nex-t r
Center Highlight: the PTC!

(l-r) Mrs. Heidi Marino and
Mrs. Katie Mercado at the
BCG in Santa Clarita


http://www.cde.ca.gov/ta/tg/sr/css05rtq.asp
http://www.cde.ca.gov/ta/tg/sr/css05rtq.asp
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On November 2, 2008, Americans will cast their votes and elect a new president. To participate in a mock election
for kids, go to www.currclick.com. It is free. Before you vote, find out about the many candidates at Time for Kidg
http://www.timeforkids.com/TFK/election08/candidates.html.

How much do you know about the presidency? Test your knowledge with the quiz below. Ask your parents for the
answers!

SAE A

What is the minimum age to be to become president of the United States?

How old do you have to be to vote for a president or in any election?

How long is a presidential term? How many terms can a president serve?

Who was the longest serving U.S. president?

Who is John McCaWmad si g uBairi amgk m@khaemads runnin

Presidential CandidateThoughts onHome schooling

(To find more quotes by other candidates go to www.currclick.com)

4

None of these policies need
discourage families from
deciding to keep a parent at
homeéFor some
may mean doing without
certain material comforts. For
others it may mean home

| schoolingé. Wha
case may be, such decisions

Choice and competition is
the key to success in
education in America.
That means charter
schools, that means home
schooling, it means
vouchers, it means
rewarding good teachers
and finding bad teachers

another line of work. should be honored.

T John McCain T Barack Obama

Author Profile € Gary Paulsen

Gary Paulsen was born in May 17, 1939 and has become a popular author of young
adult fiction. He grew up in a difficult home and spent much of his early childhood
avoiding his parents. On one occasion, he escaped to the library, where the librarian
gave him a book and asked if he would like a library card. From then on, he passed time
reading in his basement.

Paulsen left a career in aerospace to become a writer. He started working for magazine@Q
and wrote at night. He moved from California to a cabin in Minnesota, where he wrote
his first book. In addition to writing, Gary began dog sled racing and has run the Iditarod.
Many of his personal experiences are woven into his books. A common theme that runs

throughout his books is working with the land and survival. The theme of survival is
found in Newberry honor book, Hatchet one of GaryQ most well known and widely read
books. Dogsongand The WinterRoom are also Newberry honor books.
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